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The Sound of 
the Silence
Music in World War II Concentration Camps
Thesis
Music was a constant and crucial component 
of everyday life in World War II concentration 
camps.
One Perspective...
Music as: 
• The response of the perception to reality
• A coping mechanism
• The strength to survive
• Cultural survival
• A will to create
• The reminder of one’s humanity
On the Other Hand...
Music as: 
• Entertainment
• A way to conceal the horrors of the 
concentration camps
• A form of humiliation and torture
